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PACIFIC SPIRIT COMMITMENT STATEMENT 

Living lives of meaning through faith, 

service and God’s love. 

In God’s ever re-creating world, we are 

formed anew, open to possibilities. 

 

We trust God is leading us. 

A new Christian community, welcoming 

seekers, questioners and believers; 

A Diverse, Affirming and Reconciling congregation. 

 

We find expressions of Jesus’ love in: 

The wisdom of our children; 

The elders who hold a rich heritage; 

The grace of those in between; 

Action, compassion and caring; 

Attentiveness to Creation; 

Hearts open to the Divine. 

 

We draw closer to the Holy through: 

Worship that transforms; 

Spiritual practices that deepen faith; 

Hands and hearts offered in justice, 

responding to the world; 

Scripture and study that lead us to 

radical wonder; 

Music that opens us to awe; 

The Arts as an expression of the Sacred. 

Many ways to enter; 

many ways to engage; 

many ways to respond 

to the Spirit’s call. 
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MESSAGE FROM PACIFIC SPIRIT COORDINATING MINISTER 

I feel immensely privileged and grateful to be working with a congregation and staff team who 

bring talent, compassion, and deep care to the “work of the church”. In this past year, I have 

witnessed so many people volunteering great amounts of time and effort to the life of our 

community of faith. 

Upon my arrival in August 2018, there were several people devoting time to the refurbishing 

efforts at the 24th Avenue property. Last fall there was diligent attention brought to evaluating 

and revising the Strategic Ministry Plan to more accurately reflect the present activity and goals 

of the church. 

I have been impressed by the level of commitment on the part of the Property Development 

Committee and their devotion to the difficult task of finding a way forward when the 

development plans were stalled. It was challenging for all when we needed to shift focus and 

direction, and I am grateful for the resilience shown by this congregation. 

HIGHLIGHTS AND GOOD NEWS for me have been: 
1) Involvement of children and youth on both Wednesdays and 

Sundays in ways that value their gifts of leadership. 

2) Lively Bible studies of the first and the last books of the Bible with 

participants in each group numbering 10 plus. 

3) Officially becoming Affirming and the process that led to this with 

informative speakers and films and discussions. 

4) A wonderful blend of different services and music that led us 

through Holy Week to Easter. 
 

WHAT’S NEXT 
 
 

If I were to set “a goal for our community” for the coming 

year it would be to find new ways to reach out and 

connect to our neighbours - for our sake, for our 

neighbour’s sake, and for Christ’s sake. 

Submitted in peace and hope, 

Maggie Enwright 
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MESSAGE FROM CHAIR OF COUNCIL 

I first thought that our Council’s short but eventful time in office might be uncommon, but 

probably many communities of faith face challenges in these times of change for the United 

Church and for our communities. 

In our case we have 

• approved a new staffing plan, negotiated the changes which resulted, 

• appointed and heard from search committees seeking a new Director of Music and an 
Administration Officer, 

• approved a recommendation to sell the West 24th site, 

• embraced the AFFIRM process and membership in AFFIRM United and 

• reinforced our commitment to property development. 
 

 
The reports in this report reflect the efficient management of council committees. Council is a 

collegial, committed and experienced group of which I am delighted to be part. However, it is 

easy to be preoccupied with the secular matters of church life. These are often matters that are 

suited to the collective wisdom of council members. 

But we need reminding of what makes us a church and it is our stories that matter, our 

outreach, our care for each other. It is also the Thrift Sale, Books and Bistro, the Wednesday 

Table Service and the leadership of Pneuma Voices. We have much to celebrate and share. 

This meeting and report represent an opportunity to hold Council to account. Seize it – gently! 

Mark Paetkau 
Chair Mark Paetkau Chair, Worship & Music Paul Westwick 

Coordinating Minister Maggie Enwright Chair, Finance Julie Poznanski 

Recording Secretary Donna-Lee Graham Chair, Ministry & Personnel Arthur Ross 

Treasurer Elinor Wilson Chair, Property Oversight Janis Esau 

Chair, Arts Heather Swallow Chair, Trustees Rolly McLeod 

Chair, Children, Youth & Families Kathryn Urquhart Member at Large Gordon Esau 

Chair, In-Reach Sally Ball Member at Large Dorothy Hamilton 

Chair, Outreach Maggie Hosgood Member at Large John Smith 

Chair, Spiritual Nurture Chris Epting   
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WE ARE THE CHURCH 

THE CHURCH IN CONVERSATION AND CELEBRATION 
 

  

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e 
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THE CHURCH WITH CHILDREN 

 

  

THE CHURCH IN OUR COMMUNITY 
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 

5 

This year the congregation welcomed 5 new full 

members through confirmation. 

We had 5 paid staff in the CYF Ministry this year (2 

nursery, 2 youth group and 1 Minister). 

This year we offered 5 main programs for youth – 

Sunday Morning, Pneuma Voices, Youth Group, 

Scripture Reader Mentorship and Faith Exploration 

REPORT FROM CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Kathryn Urquhart, Chair 
Heather Brunt 
Linda Nelson 
Irene Griffith 

Janey Cole-Morgan 
Tanya Hansen 
Anne Clark 

 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

The Children Youth and Family Committee is dedicated to support 

children and youth through weekday, Sunday and summer programs. Our 

committee focuses on children age 0-18 and aims to provide 

opportunities for them to explore their faith and role as active 

participants in the congregation. 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

• Pacific Spirit is continuing to find ways to engage with children of all 

ages. This is evident in the numbers of children we see from the 

nursery, Godly Play classroom, Pneuma Voices, Youth Group and 

most recently in the 5 youth who were confirmed on Sunday 

• Children, Youth and Family Committee has a vibrant and diverse 

group of dedicated volunteers 
 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

To find ways to have this important work be more visible and to 

share with the congregation the capacity, wisdom and joy of our 

children and youth. We have begun exploring ways to make this happen. 
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 

8 

We also had a fun “Creative Minds” 

meeting with 8 guests invited to help 

plan Fall services. 

REPORT FROM WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Paul Westwick, Chair 
Deb Anderson 
Judith Ann Donaldson 
Donna-Lee Graham 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

David Harvey 
Heather Swallow 
Barbara Johnson 

• Worship’s aim is to deepen our relationship with God, our 

neighbours and ourselves: engaging, comforting, provocative. 

• Children take active roles in worship. Music is an important 

component of all worship. 
 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

• Sunday worship attendance has increased over the last year. 

• Our ministers have provided some personal challenges in their 

sermons. 

• The new team has been working well together, sharing 
responsibilities for preaching and presiding. 
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REPORT FROM ARTS COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Heather Swallow, Chair 
Susan Dickson 
Sabina Harpe 

Jane Shumka 
Kathy Orchard 
Kathleen Barber 

 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

To integrate arts into worship; to offer opportunities to create and display 

examples of artistic expression; and to engage with our community through 

the arts. 
 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 
 

 

 
• In 2019 the Arts Committee has integrated 

arts into worship through a Christmas play, 

enacted scripture and visual installations in sanctuaries at both 45th 

and 24th sites for Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. 

• We celebrated our vote to become an affirming church with an 

additional installation. 

• Last year’s New Life banner 

is installed on the balcony at 45th to be present among us as 

a visual reminder that we are a family of varied and creative 

souls, each with our own story. 

• With Worship, we planned and executed a birthday cake 

gathering for Pentecost, bringing the culinary arts to the fore! 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

This year, our ongoing project has been to encourage telling our stories. We hope to share stories in 

informal gatherings on the lawn at 45th, through supporting those who will witness during the Sunday 

and Wednesday services. 

After church in the fall we will welcome one another back to routine by “meeting at the banner” to 

share stories about the New Life project 

and encourage members of the church to 

add their piece. We are pursuing plans for a 

storytelling workshop for the fall and are 

planning on introducing a regular coffee 

house event. 
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 
 
 
 

 
The Arts Committee has a plethora of ideas with 

which we intend to continue building community 

through artistic expression. 
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Maggie Hosgood, Chair 
Patricia Alexis 
Cathleen Gingrich 
Sabina Harpe 
Patti Hosgood 
Betty McDonald 
Susan Burns 
Jean McTavish 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Susan Silver 
Julie Poznanski 
Susan Silver 
Janet Smith 
JD Thomas 
Brian Thorpe 
Ann Wang 
Deborah Laing 

 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

• Supporting the ministries at Springhouse and First United Church. 

• Working toward Truth and Reconciliation by organizing educational and social justice 

activities. 

• Maintaining and developing sponsorship of refugees. 

• Supporting our church program to become an AFFIRMing ministry. 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

• All the events/projects for both Springhouse and First United have been extremely well 
supported by the congregation. 

• We supported, helped organize and attended a two-day workshop on Reconciliation and 
are planning a book study for this summer. 

• As part of the West Side Churches Refugee Sponsorship Committee we have seven 
applications in various stages of process. We also picked up a family that moved to 
Greater Vancouver. They have settled in very well. One family also arrived in October, 
also doing quite well. We expect the arrival of one, perhaps two families in the near 
future. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

• Supporting First United as per their request with our four Focus on First campaigns. 
Continuing to work with Springhouse with our customary projects: (Christmas, Epiphany, 
Mothers’ Day, Back to School, and Hallowe’en). 

• Continuing our work toward Reconciliation by inviting the congregation to various events 
sponsored by us alone and with other churches under the Reconciliation Matters 
umbrella. 

• Carrying on with our support for AFFIRM with help for events and projects. 

• Sponsorship of refugees and giving opportunities to the congregation to meet, become 
friends with, and learn about the life and problems of newcomers. To this end we will 
continue to work with community ethnic groups such as Hizmet and the Iranian Christian 
Church of North Vancouver. 
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Chris Epting, Chair 
Ken Ball 
Janet Cawley 
Sandy Hwang 

SPIRITUAL NURTURE COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Susan Burns, Pastoral Care 
Kathryn Mar, Library 
Erin Peters 
Doug Smart 

 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

• Pastoral Care including Healing Ministries provided by a pastoral Working Group. 

• Programs of study for all levels offered in short and long term formats. Including introductory 
faith formation, tools for spiritual development and in-depth bible study. 

• Connecting, building and sustaining relationships through Small Group Ministries. 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

Within the last five months members of the Spiritual Nurture Committee have focused on: 
• Exploring how we may fulfill our mandate 

• Exploring various spiritual practices in our meetings 

• Exploring how to engage those who are not currently 
engaged in spiritual growth. 

Theological study courses were offered: 

• Lenten Study led by Doug Smart 

• Talking Theology a study led by Janet Cawley 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

• To offer several summer outings that involved a spiritual 

practice and an activity. 

For example: Pray and Bike. Activities and dates to be announced. 

• Offering Questioning Faith: A multi week discussion group that will begin in the Fall. 
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 

223 

The number of families listed in 

the print directory 

 

 
 
 

 
Sally Ball, Chair 
Shirley Hammond 
Shirley Hobenshield 
Barbara McLeish 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

• to enter, engage, respond 

IN-REACH COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Ruth McLellan 
Dave Murdoch 
Peggy Whiteway 

• to provide intentional welcome 
 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

• Photo directory coming soon! - thanks to Bud and Kay Phillips, Heather Swallow 

and many volunteers 

• Church directory -update is available thanks to great efforts and a phoning blitz 

by the sub-committee 

• Congregational nametags - Please wear yours! 

• Hosting Memorial receptions -- many volunteers have supported several members of the 

congregation by providing this valuable service this spring. 
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Six represents the number of paid staff, including Ministers, 
who have left or joined us in the last year. 

Eight represents the number of staff positions that have 
significantly changed or will change by July 1, 2019. Every paid 

position of leadership in this congregation has changed 
significantly since June 2018. 

8 & 6 

NUMBERS THAT TELL A STORY 

 

 
 
 

 
Arthur Ross, Chair 
Lynn Hitchen 
Celia Huber  
Jackie Kelly 

COMMITTEE MANDATE 

MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Karen O’Brien 
Ken Reeder 
Ron Skolrood 

 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee (“M&P”) oversees the relationship of the pastoral charge staff to 
each other and to people in the congregation and works to ensure a supportive working environment 
for all ministry personnel and non-ministerial staff in the interests of the congregation. We are directed 
by the Strategic Ministry Plan of this congregation and by The Manual of the United Church of Canada. 

 

M&P has been active this year. With the conclusion of the initial two-year Strategic Ministry Plan and 

the adoption of a new Plan, a number of paid positions have undergone change. There have been 

changes in job descriptions and personnel filling those positions. 
 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

We should be highly appreciative of the professionalism and competence every one of our current and 

past staff have showed in this period of often very stressful transition. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

• While most of the changes with respect to job duties will be in place by July 1, there will be on 
going oversight to ensure that the transitions will be as smooth as possible. 

• In the Fall, M&P will conduct more formal reviews of our Ordained and Designated Lay Ministry 
Staff in accordance with the requirements of The Manual. We will be looking for some 
meaningful engagement with the congregation in those reviews. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE JUNE 2019 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Julie Poznanski, Chair 
Elinor Wilson, Treasurer 
Fred Fawcett 

 
 
 

 
Don Hitchen 
Chris Ball 
Michael Epp 

 

The table below shows our anticipated cumulative deficit to the end of 2019 and how proceeds from the 

imminent sale of W. 24th Avenue will be used to repay that deficit and provide stability and sustainability 

for future programming. Of note: 

• A $60,000 reduction in the 2019 deficit due to an uptake in property recoveries, particularly renewed 
rentals of the W. 45th houses. 

• Interim financing will be needed to bridge operations until the sale of W. 24th. We recommend 
$100,000 be borrowed from the Bequest fund. 

• We project no operating deficit in 2020 after application of $225,000 of income from the Legacy 
Fund. The reduced 2020 operating budget will reflect full implementation of the new staffing plan 
and operating a single site. 

 

The five key principles of financial stewardship will continue to guide dynamic decisions of the future. 

1. Building a thriving church on Vancouver’s west side for generations to come. 
2. Using our abundant resources wisely, effectively and confidently. 
3. Sharing our abundance with the wider church and community initiatives. 
4. Optimal balance between personal offerings and stability funding. 
5. Legacy fund management that ensures a significant portion of the fund 

is maintained in the long term. 

DEFICITS [2017-2019] Year Estimate 

Budget Deficit – transition period 2017-2018 $ (563,740) 

Revised 2019 Budget Deficit (incl. Endowment interest) 2019 (302,000) 

Cumulative Deficit  $ (865,740) 

FINANCING OF CUMULATIVE DEFICIT   

Endowment loan (with accrued interest)  $ 671,345 

Bequest Grant (approved March 3, 2019)  $ 100,000 

Bequest Loan (up to $100,000)  $ 94,395 

Total Financing  $ 865,740 

SALE OF W24th AVE SITE   

Estimated Net Sale Proceeds W. 24th Avenue 2020 10,500,000 

Repayment of deficit financing amounts  (765,740) 

Funds after deficit financing repayments  $ 9,734,260 

Potential Wider Church Gift  (2,000,000) 

Final W. 24th Legacy Fund  $ 7,734,260 

ESTIMATED ANNUAL INCOME FROM LEGACY FUND FOR MINISTRY $ 265,000 
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PROPERTY OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Janis Esau, Co-Chair 
 (Representative to Council) 
Mark Mikulec, Co-Chair 
Ken Ball 
David Breen 

Sandy Hwang 
Bill McCutcheon 
Denis Sjerve 
Michael Vogel 
Bill Farrar

 
COMMITTEE MANDATE 

• Worship by keeping the buildings functioning and dry. 

  
 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 
Successfully transitioned items over to 24th site in preparation for moving. 

• We were under budget 

• Of all the rooms we cleaned out, 90% of the items were 

disposed of or recycled. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE: (HERE ARE ONE OR TWO 
TASKS OUR COMMITTEE IS GIVING ATTENTION TO 
OVER THE COMING FEW MONTHS) 

• Consolidating items at both 24th and 45th sites and 

recycling in preparation for the move back to 45th. 

• We have to maintain the buildings and keep the rain out. 

  

A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 
300 

We moved 300 chairs back and forth 
for the move to 24th and preparing to 

move back to 45th
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 

10 
We are in our tenth year since the 

Property Development Committee was 

founded. 

 

 
 
 

Gordon Esau 

John Smith 

Fred Fawcett 

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Dorothy Hamilton 

Mark Paetkau 

Nancy Holme 

Maggie Enwright Dennis Ewasuik 
 

 
COMMITTEE MANDATE 

To consider alternatives for the redevelopment of the West 45th site. 
 
 

  

 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

We are in conversations with City staff in connection with development alternatives. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR COMMITTEE 

• Understanding objectives and priorities of City of Vancouver in connection with 

the West 45th site. 

• Evaluating development alternatives. 
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A NUMBER THAT TELLS A STORY 

$442,000 

This is the amount which was loaned to the 

Operating Fund from the Endowment Fund in 

2018. Since August 31, 2017 a total of 

$632,000 has been loaned to the Operating 

Fund from the Endowment Fund. Such 

borrowings are to repaid from the sale 

proceeds of the West 24th and Collingwood 

properties. 

 

 
 
 
 

Rolly McLeod, Chair 
Maggie Enwright 
Doug Smart 

COMMITTEE MANDATE  

TRUSTEES 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Emile Struyk 
Mark Paetkau 

There are no goals in the Strategic Ministry Plan or the founding documents applicable to 
the Trustees. 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS 

• In 2018 the titles to all of the real properties beneficially owned by Pacific Spirit United 
Church were transferred into the name “The Trustees of the Congregation of Pacific 
Spirit United Church”. The process was surprisingly involved. The process involved 20 
separate titles which were in 5 different variations of names like “The Trustees of 
Ryerson United Church” and “Trustees of the Congregation of Dunbar Heights United 
Church”. One of the titles was in the names of 5 individuals who were trustees of 
Ryerson United Church in 1956 (and presumably long deceased). Because of the 5 
variations of the names, Vancouver South Presbytery had to pass 5 separate resolutions 
approving the changes to the names of the registered owners of these properties. We 
are now in a position to deal with our real properties in a straightforward and timely 
way. 

• The Trustees developed Guidelines for grants from the Vera Radcliffe Thompson Youth 
Legacy Fund and on May 22, 2019 Council approved the Guidelines. By her Will Vera 
Thompson left a bequest of approximately $400,000 to Ryerson United Church “to be 
used for youth programs, as the Officers of the Church, in their absolute discretion 

deem advisable.” The proceeds of the bequest were placed in the Vera Radcliffe 
Thompson Youth Legacy Fund. Over the years, questions have arisen about the 
conditions in the Will such as “what does ‘youth’ mean?” and “must the youth programs 
only be conducted by Pacific Spirit United 
Church?”. Because of the number of 
questions and concerns, Ryerson United 
Church obtained a legal opinion on the 
uses of the Fund from a leading Vancouver 
law firm. The opinion is not easy to read or 
understand so the Trustees developed the 
Guidelines to assist applicants who wish to 
access moneys from the Vera Radcliffe 
Thompson Youth Legacy for a youth 
program. 
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PASSAGES JULY 2018 TO JUNE 2019 

BAPTISMS 

Annabel Lily Elizabet De Haan 

Elton Watkins Donaldson-Valdez 

Mariko Amor Delos Reyes 

 

 
NEW MEMBERS BY TRANSFER 

Doug Colwell 

Lynn Embury 

Joy Russell 

 

NEW MEMBERS BY CONFIRMATION 

Noah Epting 

Madison Hitchens 

Ben Isac 

Cole Isac 

Connor Phillips 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Patrick Lorne Walden 

Lorraine (Robbie) McKenzie 

Elizabeth Florence Park  

Roy Westwick 

Nina Cumming 

Joyce Gayle Douglas 

Barbara Ross Dixon 

Diana Vivian 

Muriel Kirkby 

Jack Cooper 


